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 Christmas Donations 

 
The Christmas season provides us with a 
wonderful opportunity to teach our children and 
remind ourselves about the blessings that we 
enjoy that can be shared with others.  This year 
at Christmas the CCUMCP family will join 
together to donate non-perishable food and 
other items to Shepherd’s Table.  Shepherd’s 
Table, in Silver Spring, has provided an evening 
meal to those in need for the past 30 plus years 
and also provides other basic services for the 
needy. 

Have your child bring these items by chapel day 
(see dates to left).  Preferred items in need this 
year are as follows:   
Food Items 
Coffee and coffee creamer (powder) 
Sugar (regular and sugar substitute) 
Hot sauce 
Broth 
Salad dressing 
Syrup 
Quinoa and lentils 
Coconut milk 
Vinegar, any kind but especially rice or cider 
Kitchen Items 
Paper Napkins 
Silverware (spoons, forks) 
Brown lunch bags (empty) 
Ziploc sandwich bags   
Resource Center Items 
Safety Razors 
Shampoo & Conditioner 
Deodorant 
Ponchos  
  
Talk to your child about this effort and allow 
him/her to pick out something from the list at the 
grocery store.  Please involve your child in the 
process.   

  
  
 

Angel Tree Donations 
 

We are thrilled once again to support A Wider 
Circle's Holiday Program by purchasing holiday 
gifts for three families. To participate please take 
a tag from the Angel Tree in the Wesley Room 
and enter your name and mobile phone number 
in the notebook located next to the Angel Tree. A 
Wider Circle has asked that each adult be given 
a retail gift card and a grocery card. If you can’t 
make it to CCUMC to get a tag, please call/text 
Kirsten Williams at 202-657-2022 and she will sign 
you up for a retail gift card or grocery card.   
 
We ask that all gifts are new, wrapped, and 
individually labeled with the recipient’s name and 
family ID #. If you are purchasing clothing, please 
include the gift receipt in the package. 
All gifts must be delivered, wrapped and labeled, 
to CCUMC (in the Wesley Room) by December 
14th.   
 
Thank you for helping us brighten the holidays for 
so many families! Your generosity is spreading joy 
and hope this holiday season.  
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE  
Pizza/Movie Night on  
Friday, January 20th 
“Monsters Inc” More info  
to come in January 
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 Car Line Pick Up Dec 12-

14 
Due to the ongoing water main replacement 
in Section 3 part of Delaware Street (from 
Shepherd to Taylor) will be closed Dec 12-14. 
On those days we will be utilizing a car line for 
pick up both at noon and at 2:30pm. Please 
make sure to have your car sign in place to 
make the line move faster. 
Parents/caregivers walking up should head 
to the large playground on those days for 
pick up.  

December Book Corner 
 
 
Click on the link to access the YouTube read aloud 
of each book or look for the books at your local 
library. 
Snowmen at Night : This cute book in verse explains 
why their snowmen may start to droop. Instead of 
being due to the snow melting, it is because the 
snowmen have been having so much fun at night 
after we all go to sleep. 
Counting Christmas by Nancy Tafuri: This delightfully 
drawn book shows a child preparing for Christmas 
over the month of December engaging in many 
different age appropriate activities like making a 
gingerbread house, making bird feeders for the 
birds, etc. It is lovely and catches the rhythm of the 
Advent season. 
The Clever Dreidel's Chanukah Wishes by Sarah 
Mazor: This book teaches young children about 
Chanukah and sends a message about hope and 
compassion for all children of the world. 
Light the Lights! by Margaret Moorman: This sweet 
story is perfect for any family who celebrates both 
traditions.  
Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto & Ed Martinez.  The 
family in this books makes tamales for Christmas. 
Someone loses a ring and a lot of tamales are eaten 
in the quest to locate the ring. This is a lovely story 
about a closeknit family who eat too many tamales.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcGUhmgBGS8&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afAdEedpRwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lLepwo4svHg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9trHw_i0IlY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHEsGmbTVU4


 
 
 
2023-2024 Class Registration Dates 

Dec 1, 2022 
Online registration opens 

Dec 7, 2022 
Priority registration deadline for 

Church Members and Staff Members 

Jan 4, 2023 
Priority registration deadline for 

currently enrolled students 

Jan 10, 2023 
Registration opens for younger 

siblings of currently enrolled families 

Jan 13, 2023 
Registration opens for alumni families 

Jan 31, 2023 
Deadline for general community 

applications for lottery draw 

Feb 1, 2023 
Deposits due from current families for 

2023-2024 classes 

Feb 6, 2023 
Lottery conducted for general 

admission applications 

Feb 8, 2023 
Families notified of lottery results 

Mar 1, 2023 
Deposits due from general 

community for 2023-2024 classes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ASQ Assessment 
Deadline: December 18 
 
 
In accordance with Montgomery County’s 
requirements, parents must complete a 
developmental screening for your child NO LATER 
THAN December 18th. Please go to 
https://www.asqonline.com/family/aad64b to 
download and complete the screening. The 
whole process takes less than 30 minutes. Once 
you’ve entered your findings, I am notified to 
accept your screening. At that time the results are 
tallied and I receive the results. You will be notified 
by your child’s teacher if there are any items of 
concern. If so, you will have a conference with 
your child’s teacher to strategize ways of ensuring 
that your child makes progress in those areas. If 
the scores warrant it, we can make a referral for 
further testing and evaluation. Thank you for 
assisting us in complying with this County 
requirement.   
  
  

 
 

https://www.asqonline.com/family/aad64b


 

 
 

 Open House tours of the Preschool are offered each month for prospective 
parents. December’s tours will be on the 2nd & 13th at 9:30am. Please invite 
any friends to join us who are interested in the preschool. 

Curriculum Corner 

Lessons Learned From The NAEYC Conference Attended By Our Staff 

At the recent NAEYC Conference most 
of the sessions I attended dealt with 
administrative matters, but I did get to 
attend a few that focused on 
teaching and the classroom. One was 
excellent and offered tips that can be 
utilized both in the classroom and at 
home. This one, taught by psychologist 
Beth Trammel, PhD, focused on 
helping children to handle transitions 
more easily.  In particular, she focused 
on getting children to transition from 
preferred activities (i.e., the fun ones 
that they would choose on their own) 
to non-preferred activities (i.e., the 
chores like dressing or clean up). Here 
are her tips: 
1.Pay attention to your schedule. Start 
by focusing on the time of day that is 
particularly problematic and work on 
that. When my kids were little, it was 
the morning routine particularly on 
Sunday mornings getting ready for 
church and getting out the door. My 
kids didn’t feel any urgency in getting 
dressed or heading out to the car. 
Instead, they wanted to play with toys 
or look at books.  
2.Make your expectations and the 
routine they are to follow clear 
breaking down the routine into short, 
discreet parts.  Use short sentences. If 
you can, post a visual schedule (e.g., 
picture of breakfast followed by 
picture of brushing teeth and getting 
dressed).   
3.Make the transition into the non-
preferred activity a neutral activity 
between the preferred activity and 
non-preferred activity. In my scenario 
brushing their teeth was a neutral 
activity for my boys. They didn’t love it, 
but they didn’t mind it. So, I should 
have asked them to brush their teeth 
after breakfast and before getting 
dressed.  The transition activity needn’t 
be long. For example, say getting into 
the car is the sticky wicket on your end.  
  

 In that case, ask your child to get 
something before getting into the car 
(e.g., your keys, their bag, etc.) or ask 
them to turn off the lights in the house (as 
all kids love turning on and off lights).  This 
is a short, transitional activity to get their 
brain ready to transition into the activity 
they don’t love (i.e., actually getting into 
the car).   
4.Keep waiting to a minimum. I was the 
worst at this. The kids would be ready 
and I would have to run back in the 
house to grab my phone or the snack for 
Sunday school making everyone wait 
standing out near the car while I 
gathered up what I had forgotten.  
Waiting patiently as a preschooler is 
really difficult and shouldn’t last longer 
than about a minute or two. While they 
do need to learn how to be patient and 
wait, it is not great if every transition they 
have comes with a lengthy wait time.   
 
I hope you’ll find her tips useful at home. I 
know it will be something that we use 
here for transitions. 
 
Beth’s specialty is helping parents learn 
to communicate better with their kids. 
Have you ever felt like your kids don’t 
listen? If so, check out her website and 
her book. In addition, if you click on the 
blog section of her website you will find 
some fun exercises to do with your 
children and an explanation of how 
those exercises aid in their development.  
 
Myriam Bonzi, our wonderful Wrens and 
Starlings teacher, attended a session on 
incorporating nature and natural 
elements into learning. She thinks that 
some of the suggestions would be 
perfect for families at home. When you 
are out on a nature walk, collect rocks 
and twigs. Use those to reinforce math 
concepts. For example, place the rocks 
into piles: one rock, then a pile of two 
rocks, and so on to 10.  Or use the twigs  
 

 to form the shape of numbers or letters. Kids 
love to collect things from the outdoors so 
put those collections to good use!! 
 
Kitty Kormann, our beloved Doves teacher, 
recommended the slide below for parents 
interested in raising children with character. 
The speaker for this session emphasized the 
various facets of social emotional learning 
that need to be mastered in order to have 
the skills required to exhibit good character. 
 

 
 
The fabulous Vanessa Ortega, co-teacher in 
the Chickadees class, recommended some 
insights from a session about using social 
stories. Designed to help children manage 
behavior, these simple stories supply children 
with a context and actions for certain 
situations. These can easily be designed by a 
parent to address a certain behavior. 
Reading them aloud and having the visual 
reminder helps children to internalize the 
desired behavior sequences. See the picture 
below for an example of a social story. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://makewordsmatterforgood.com/


  

Registration for 2023-2024 Begins December 8  
Registration time is here!!  Some of you may have questions about how many days would be appropriate for your child or 
whether your child is ready for the Extended Day program or kindergarten next year. This is the time to ask those questions of 
your child’s teacher and the director. 
 
Registration will take place through the parent portal (https://family.daycareworks.com/login.jsp). Registration for our current 
students will take place beginning December 8 through January 4 after which we will open registration to siblings (Jan 10), 
alumni families (Jan 13) and the wider community (lottery occurs on Feb 6). Registration for Extended Day will remain open 
through May.  
December 7 Priority registration deadline for CCUM Church & preschool staff members 
January 4 Online registration deadline for currently enrolled students  
January 10 Online registration takes place for siblings of currently enrolled students 
January 13 Online registration takes place for alumni families 
February 1 Non-refundable tuition deposits due for currently enrolled students, siblings and alumni families 
 
If you know that your child will not be returning to CCUMC next year, we would appreciate knowing that as well.   
  
 

 Name of Class Days the 
Class Meets 

Birthdates of  
Children in Class 

Current Teachers’ 
Names 

# of  
children 

Hummingbirds 
(January-June) 

T/TH 9/1/21-12/31/21 Carrie Schlegel & 
Laura Ray 

10 

Wrens T/TH 9/1/20-8/31/21 Myriam Bonzi &  
Megan Showers 

10 

Starlings M/W/F 9/1/20-8/31/21 Myriam Bonzi & 
Megan Showers 

10 

Buntings M/W/F 9/1/20-8/31/21 Allison Delfin &  
Natasha Saifee 

10 

Sparrows M-F 
  

9/1/20-4/31/21 Sarah Gilmore &  
Helenice McDonald 

10 

Chickadees M-F 9/1/20-4/31/21 Glory Gamboa & 
Vanessa Ortega 

10 

Orioles ½ MWF & ½ 
attend M-F 

9/1/19-8/31/20 Camila Ruano & 
Lotfi Khenissi 

12 

Robins M-F 9/1/19-8/31/20 Wendy Cevallos & 
Maria Spina 

12 

Doves M-F 9/1/19-8/31/20 Kitty Kormann &  
Cynthia Ferrell 

12 

Blue Jays M-F 9/1/18-8/31/19 Jane Cheremeteff 
& Madeleine Kaneh 

12 

Cardinals M-F 9/1/18-8/31/19 Kelley Gronda & 
Kathy Pirtle 

16 

Owls M-F 9/1/18-8/31/19 Marty Delgado &  
Claudia Tassara 

16 

Eagles M-F 9/1/17-8/31/18 Monica Kerns &  
Diane Cannon 

16 

 
 

https://family.daycareworks.com/login
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