
The Christmas season pro-

vides us with a wonderful 

opportunity to teach our 

children and remind our-

selves about the bless-

ings that we enjoy that 

can be shared with oth-

ers.  This year at Christ-

mas the CCUMCP fami-

ly will join together to 

donate non-perishable 

food and other items to 

Shepherd’s Table.  

Shepherd’s Table, in 

Silver Spring, has pro-

vided an evening meal 

to those in need for the 

past 30 plus years and 

also provides other basic 

services for the needy. 

Please bring into the class-

room your non-perishable 

pantry items by the day 

that your child has chapel.  

Preferred items always in 

need are listed as follows:  

pepper, salad dressing, hot 

sauce (an item their guests 

love), canned vegetables 

(large #10 cans), soup 

(cream-based or broth), 

spices, coffee, creamer, 

Sweet-N-Low or other sug-

ar substitutes, aluminum 

foil (large industrial roll), 

Saran Wrap, paper nap-

kins, Tide laundry deter-

gent (powder), and metal 

silverware (spoons and 

forks). 

 

Talk to your child 

about this effort 

and allow him/her 

to pick out some-

thing from the list 

at the grocery 

store.  Each 

classroom will 

collect their items 

and bring them to 

the chapel for our 

Christmas service 

on Tuesday, De-

cember 11 and Wednes-

day, December 12.   

Please involve your child in 

the process.  Thank you so 

much for your help in this 

important effort. 

In accordance with Mont-

gomery County’s require-

ments, parents must com-

plete a developmental 

screening for your child NO 

LATER THAN December 

18th. Please go to 

https://www.asqonline.com/f

amily/aad64b to download 

and complete the screening. 

The whole process takes 

less than 30 minutes. Once 

you’ve entered your findings, 

I am notified to accept your 

screening. At that time the 

results are tallied and I re-

ceive the results. You will be 

notified by your child’s 

teacher if there are any 

items of concern. If so, you 

will have a conference with 

your child’s teacher to strate-

gize ways of ensuring that 

your child makes progress in 

those areas. If the scores 

warrant it, we can make a 

referral for further testing 

and evaluation.  

 

Please note that according 

to MoCo guidelines chil-

dren without completed 

screenings by December 

18 will be asked to leave 

the program until the 

screening is completed.  

Christmas Food Drive 

Developmental Screenings Due December 18 

Parent Information 

Upcoming Dates 
of Interest 

 December 3 & 4: 
Speech and Lan-
guage Screening 

 December 4: Parent & 
Child Orientation for 
Hummingbirds Class 
at 9:30am 

 December 5: Open 
House/Tour at 9:30am 

 December 11:  Chapel 
service for Chicka-
dees & Wrens at 
9:30am 

 December 12:  Pre-K 
Gingerbread House 
decorating in class;  
Chapel service at 
10:30 a.m for every-
one 

 December 12: Adviso-
ry Council Meeting at 
6:30pm  

 December 13 &14:  
Santa visits the clas-
ses 

 December 18:  Last 
day of school before 
Christmas;  There are 
no afternoon pro-
grams this day! 

 January 2:  Classes 
resume after the 
break;  Registration 
begins for rising pre-K 
students and current 
Hummingbirds 

 January 3: First day 
for Hummingbirds 

 January 9: Soccer 
mini-session begins 

 January 10: Basket-
ball mini-session be-
gins 

 January 11: Yoga mini
-session begins 

 January 11: Pizza/
Movie Night (Peter 
Rabbit) 

 January 10 & 16: Pre-
school Open House at 
9:30am 

 January 21:  No 
School (MLK Day) 

 

 

From:  Lee Walsh 



Yikes!  Registration time is almost up-
on us yet again.  Some of you may 
have questions about how many days 
would be appropriate for your child or 
whether your child is ready for kinder-
garten next year. This is the time to 
ask those questions of your child’s 
teacher and the director. 
 
Please be aware that we will have a 
few more Open Houses on Wednes-
day, December 5, Thursday, January 
10 and Wednesday, January 16 each 
at 9:30 a.m. if you should desire to 
see other teachers and their classes 

in action. 
Also, if you have friends who are inter-
ested in having their children here next 
year, this is a good opportunity for 
them to see our school as well.    
 
There will be a change to our program 
next year. In response to increased 
demand for 5-day spots for our 2 year 
olds we will have (1) 5-day classes for 
2 year olds as well as (2) 3-day clas-
ses and (2) 2-day classes.  
Registration will take place through the 
parent portal (https://
family.daycareworks.com/login.jsp). 
Instructions on how to do this will be 

Name of Class Days the 

Class Meets 

Birthdates of  

Children in Class 

Current Teachers’ 

Names* 

# of  

children 

Hummingbirds 

(January-June) 

T/TH 9/1/17-12/31/17 Amy McCarty & Me-

gan Showers 

10 

Chickadees T/TH 9/1/16-8/31/17 Leigh Hamilton &  

Helenice McDonald 

10 

Wrens T/TH 9/1/16-8/31/17 Shelley Lowinger &  

Kathy Pirtle 

10 

Starlings M/W/F 9/1/16-8/31/17 Shelley Lowinger & 

Megan Showers 

10 

Buntings M/W/F 9/1/16-8/31/17 Allison Delfin & Na-

tasha Saifee 

10 

Sparrows M-F 

(New!!) 

9/1/16-4/31/17 N/A 10 

Cardinals M/W/F 9/1/15-8/31/16 Kate Monahan &  

Kathy Pirtle 

12 

Robins M-F 9/1/15-8/31/16 Carrie Engel &  

Madeleine Kaneh 

12 

Doves M-F 9/1/15-8/31/16 Kitty Kormann & 

Cynthia Ferrell 

12 

Blue Jays M-F 9/1/15-8/31/16 Jane Cheremeteff & 

Carrie Schlegel 

12 

Owls M-F 9/1/14-8/31/15 Marty Delgado &  

Claudia Tassara 

16 

Penguins M-F 9/1/14-8/31/15 Donna Baker &  

Lotfi Khenissi 

16 

Eagles M-F 9/1/14-8/31/15 Monica Kerns &  

Diane Cannon 

16 

Available Classes at CCUMCP for 2018-19 

Registration for Fall 2018 

January 1-22 Priority regis-

tration for CCUM Church 

members 

 

January 1-23 Online regis-

tration from the currently en-

rolled Hummingbirds, Blue 

Jays, Cardinals, Doves, and 

Robins  

 

January 25 Online registra-

tion for currently enrolled 

Buntings, Chickadees, Spar-

rows, Starlings, and Wrens 

 

January 28 Online registra-

tion for siblings of currently 

enrolled students 

 

January 29 Online registra-

tion for alumni families 

 

January 31 Community ap-

plication due. 

Important Registration 
Dates 

Summer Camp 
Registration Coming Soon 

This year we will be offer-

ing 3 weeks of summer 

camp (June 10-June 28). 

All of our children will be 

able to register for these 

camps which will be from 

9am-1pm each day and 

will offer a bevy of activi-

ties from water play to 

sports and, of course, lots 

of opportunities for learn-

ing and socializing. Look 

for more information to 

come your way soon. 



The teaching staff strives to 
ensure that all children at 
CCUMCP meet the learning 
objectives that they have been 
working towards over the 
course of the year. As the 
learning objectives are for chil-
dren ages 2-5, it will take the 
entirety of their time at pre-
school for them to master 
those skills. The children will 
progress through a series of 
steps the mastery of which will 
lead them closer to the learn-
ing objectives. Much as a child 
learns to walk in steps—
progressing from sitting alone 
to scooting to crawling to 
walking holding onto some-
thing prior to walking unaided-
-so do children master other 
skills. The teaching staff knows 
the steps that each child must 
make on the way to accom-
plishing the skills listed as 
learning objectives. It is the 
staff’s job to find out where 
your child is on the way to 
meeting those learning objec-
tives and to build activities into 
the curriculum to respond to 
your child wherever he/she is.  
What we want to see over the 
course of the year is not that 
all children have mastered 
each and every skill, but that 
each child has made progress 
over the course of the year.  

Parent/Teacher Conference Schedule 

Registration for Fall 2017 (continued) 

coming home in your child’s 
backpack soon. Access to next 
year’s registration is currently 
locked. The instructions that 
you receive will explain how 
and when it will be possible for 
you to access the registration 
pages. 
 
Registration for our current 
students will take place in Jan-
uary (see the dates on the pre-
vious page of this newsletter). 
Please note that there are par-
ticular dates on which registra-
tion will take place for rising 3 
year olds (Jan 25), siblings 

(Jan 28), and alumni families (Jan 
29).   
 
Though it is done online, registra-
tion will still be done on a first 
come, first served basis. The regis-
trations will come in with a date 
and time stamp. So, if it matters 
whether your 3 year old attends 3 
days or 5 days then be mindful of 
logging onto the portal in a timely 
manner. The same goes for sibling 
and alumni registration. The lottery 
for community members will take 
place on February 5 and they must 
submit their applications by Janu-
ary 31.   

 
We are asking if your preschooler has 
a sibling who will be joining us next 
year to let us know so that we can 
make sure that the sibling receives pri-
ority registration.  
 
If you know that your child will not 
be returning to CCUMCP next year, 
we would appreciate knowing that 
as well.   
 

By the end of his/her time at pre-
school, each child should show 
proficiency with all of the skills.    
Both on a daily basis and during 
formal assessments, the teachers 
and assistants observe the children 
to see which areas are progressing 
naturally and which areas may 
need more intentional, focused 
refining.  In response, teachers 
adapt their curriculum to meet the 
needs of the children in their class.  
Should your child not be progress-
ing as we believe that he/she 
should be, then we will communi-
cate our concerns with you.  As 
always, we value your input about 
your child’s progress and hope to 
hear from you regarding your con-
cerns about your child’s progress.  
You can expect that at this parent/
teacher conference you will hear 
about your child’s strengths and 
his/her challenges. We encourage 
you to come with questions for 
your child’s teacher. Should you 
desire to have another conference 
later in the school year, please let 
your child’s teacher know and we 
will schedule one for the spring.  
In like manner we will take the 
initiative to request a conference 
with you if we think that one is 
warranted.  
As always, if you have any ques-
tions or concerns, please call, write 
or stop by the office.   

Conference Schedule 

 

January 22 — Wrens 

 

January 23 — Starlings 

 

January 28 —  Sparrows & 

Buntings 

 

January 29 — Chickadees & Owls 

 

January 30 — Cardinals & Robins 

 

January 31 — Blue Jays & Doves 

 

February 1 — Penguins & Eagles 

 

Conference locations will be pro-

vided by the teacher as confer-

ences draw nearer. Please note 

that classes are held as normal on 

conference days.  



December book suggestions: 

Snowmen at Night : This cute book in verse explains why their snowmen may start to 

droop. Instead of being due to the snow melting, it is because the snowmen have been 

having so much fun at night after we all go to sleep. 

Counting Christmas by Nancy Tafuri: This delightfully drawn book shows a child preparing for 

Christmas over the month of December engaging in many different age appropriate activities 

like making a gingerbread house, making bird feeders for the birds, etc. It is lovely and catch-

es the rhythm of the Advent season. 

Yoko by Rosemary Wells.  Yoko’s sushi lunches mark her as different as her school. Other 

children make fun of her, but Timothy shows her compassion. Soon Timothy and Yoko are 

eating together every day and playing together.    

Eight Candles to Light: A Chanukah Story:  This is a great introduction to this light filled holi-

day for young children. 

Nativity (Nativity Lift-the-Flap):  This Usborne book is perfect for your 18 month old child and 

up.  It allows him/her to participate in the story and find delightful pieces of the nativity story. 

 

The books listed below are suggestions from staff members that you may want to consider 

adding to your child’s library. They were all gleaned from our recent participation at the 

NAEYC Conference.  

Eat Pete! By Michael Rex: A monster visits Pete because he looks tasty enough to eat, but 

finds that he is fun to play with. In a comical twist the monster gives into his urge to eat Pete, 

but then finds out that playing isn’t as fun without Pete so he spits him out to play again. This 

is an especially good book if you have a biter at home.  

There’s a Dinosaur on the 13th Floor by Wade Bradford:  Mr. Snore goes to a hotel only to 

find that in each room he tries there is something that disturbs his sleep until he finds the per-

fect room on the 13th floor. Or does he? 

The Big Umbrella by Amy June Bates: Who can fit underneath the umbrella? Everyone. This 

is a book about inclusion with simple text and fun drawings. It made all of our staff say, 

“Awwwwww” 

Extra Yarn by Mac Barnett: A little girl finds some yarn and begins knitting sweaters…...for 

everyone and everything. Find out how it changes everyone around her for the better.  

The Little Barbarian by Renato Moriconi:  In this wordless picture book that is ESPECIALLY 

appealing to boys a young man all while riding on a gallant steed goes leaping over some 

very dangerous looking things like chasms, snakes, fire, sea monsters, etc. The resolution to 

the story is so clever. You will love it. 

http://www.amazon.com/Nativity-Lift---Flap-Felicity-Brooks/dp/0794505295/ref=sr_1_27?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1290616675&sr=1-27


December Outings in Montgomery County 

December is a really busy month for everyone between Hannukah and Christmas. Here are a few suggestions of 

places to visit to get the spirit of the season 

 

1. Bethesda’s Winter Wonderland this Saturday, December 1st from 1-4pm in Veterans Park at the cor-

ner of Norfolk and Woodmont Avenues in Bethesda. Blocks of ice will be transformed into wintery works of art 

before your eyes during the live ice sculpting demonstration followed by choral performances from 

local school groups. Santa Claus will make a visit to the park and holiday treats and crafts will be pro-

vided to children. This event is free.  

2. Gaithersburg Winter Lights Festival (Seneca Creek State Park)—Want to take in some beautiful 

lights and animated vignettes? Take a little drive to Gaithersburg between now and New Year’s Eve. 

Lights begin at 6pm each night. There is a small charge per vehicle with proceeds to benefit area 

charities.   

3. Brookside Garden of Lights and Model Trains (1800 Glenallan Ave, Wheaton, MD 20902)—Ever 

wanted to see what 1 million lights looks like? Head over to Brookside Gardens to experience that. If 

you have a train lover in your midst, then this is also the place for you. The Conservatory there 

boasts many displays of model trains. Stop by the Visitors’ Center for some hot cocoa and a nightly 

musical performance as well. Check out their website for more information about costs and times of 

performances. 

4.   Menorah Lighting at Bethesda Row on Bethesda Lane this Sunday, December 2 from 5:00pm to 

6:30pm. This candy themed Hanukkah celebration is hosted by Chabad of Bethesda. 
 

Why Free Play? 

A visitor to the preschool re-

cently asked me why we 

have an extended period of 

free play in the two year old 

classroom each day. I ex-

plained that in each of our 

classrooms we offer an ex-

tended period of free play for 

several reasons.  

1. Having a free play period 

allows the teacher time to 

work in small groups or 

one-on-one with children. 

2. That time is a wonderful 

time for teachers to ob-

serve how children con-

duct themselves inde-

pendently. Do they wan-

der aimlessly around the 

room? Do they change 

activities every 2 minutes 

or can they sustain play 

for a length of time? Which 

other children does that chil-

dren gravitate towards? 

3. It allows children the time to 

explore interests in a deeper 

way. If a child is interested 

in trucks she might just roll 

them across the room, but 

given extended time she 

might use the blocks to build 

a road for the truck. This 

might involve cooperation 

with other classmates and 

problem solving and think-

ing skills about how to ac-

complish that task. In other 

words, the play becomes 

much more involved and 

helps children bring their 

imagination to life.  

4. Young children often have 

extended periods of one-on-

one with an adult while at 

home especially in situa-

tions where they have a 

caregiver. This is wonder-

ful for them, but it may 

mean that they rarely 

need to entertain them-

selves or be self-directed. 

Free choice time helps 

them to develop those 

important skills.   

Having adults there to help 

facilitate that play and help 

with tricky social interactions 

just increases the value of 

the play.  

 

So when we look around a 

classroom during free play 

there is so much more going 

on than meets the eye. Come 

see for yourself.   



December is Compassion Month 

Our virtue for the month of December is compassion.  That is a big word for little children to take 

on.  How could we talk to them about it?  We are asking the children what and whom they care 

about. Then we ask how that care translates into action.  For example, my kids often show real 

compassion for the people who stand in the medians of major roads begging for money. Their com-

passion is demonstrated by giving some of their change to these people (or asking me to do so.)  

Once your child understands what compassion is, ask them to demonstrate their compassion.  You 

might start with something close to home.  Have them show compassion for a sibling by giving 

him/her a hug when he/she is sad.  We would love to hear from you or your children about the ways 

that they show compassion  

On behalf of the staff I would like 

to thank you for your understand-

ing as we closed for two days to 

allow all of us to attend the Nation-

al Association for the Education of 

Young Children (NAEYC) Confer-

ence in mid-November. It was fab-

ulous!  We all came away renewed, 

inspired, and perhaps a little wiser. 

Look for articles next month outlin-

ing some of the information that 

was gleaned and some of the ex-

citing additions to our programming 

that may result from what we 

learned.  

Thank You, We All Loved the NAEYC Conference  

   Angel Tree  

  
.  CCUMC in Partnership with A Wider Circle 

 Angel Tree Christmas Gift Program and Interfaith Works’ Holiday Giving 
 

Again this holiday season, CCUMC has partnered with A Wider Circle to help poverty-level 
families in our community have a holiday with joy and dignity.  CCUMC invites you to join 
in these efforts.   
Angel Tree Christmas Wishes: CCUMC is helping to fulfill the Christmas wishes of four lo-
cal families.  A Christmas tree has been set up in the Wesley Room where you will find 
“ornaments” listing a recipient (there are both adults and children) and his or her holiday 
gift wishes.  All are invited to take one or more ornaments to purchase and donate gifts to 
these persons through the church.  If you take an ornament, you must find the name of 
the person on the sign-up sheet next to the tree and write in your name and email/
telephone number.  Please note that all gifts must be wrapped and tagged with the orna-
ment (which includes the recipient’s name) you took from the tree and returned to the 
church office or placed under the Wesley Room tree by Sunday, December 16th at 
10:30am.  
Neighborhood Partnerships Program: A Wider Circle is working to end poverty in a neigh-
borhood in SE DC where the average family income is just over $12K. If you would like to 
make a monetary donation, please make checks out to “CCUMC” and write “AWC Dona-
tion” in the memo line. These should be given directly to the church office. 



Snow Policy Explained 

Put on your warmest 

pajamas, bring a pillow 

and come to the pre-

school to enjoy some 

pizza and the movie 

“Peter Rabbit” on the 

big screen.  Mark your 

calendars for Friday, 

January 11 at 6pm. 

Watch out for the flyer 

coming home next week 

for details about how to 

purchase tickets and 

pizza for this fun family 

event. If you have 

friends and neighbors 

who want to join you, 

bring them too!  This is 

always one of the best 

family events of the 

year at the preschool.  
 

Snow is coming though 

I’m not sure how soon. 

This prompts me to re-

mind you about our snow 

policy.  We will be closed 

due to snowfall if MCPS 

schools are closed.  If 

MCPS has a two-hour 

delay, we will have a one-

hour delay (i.e., we will 

open at 10:00am).  

MCPS delay or closure 

information can be found 

on the major television 

networks as well as on 

WTOP (103.5) FM.   In 

addition, you may find out 

what we are doing by 

calling the preschool 

(301.652.7660) after 

7:30am.  My outgoing 

message will reflect what 

is happening that day. If 

possible, I also email the 

entire school community. 

Sometimes, though, that 

is not possible so make 

sure to check the out-

Pajama Drive Results 

Thank you so much for 

generously providing 

new pajamas for needy 

families.  We collected 

148 pairs of pajamas 

all of which were do-

nated to the National 

Center for Children and 

Families in Bethesda. 

They greatly appreciat-

ed our donation! 

   

 

Pizza/Movie Night on January 11-Mark Your Calendars! 



It’s Cold &/Or Rainy Outside. What Can I Do? 

Between the cold, the rain, and the early darkness, it is now difficult to play outside comfortably in the 

afternoons.  What can you do with your kids to help fill the indoor time with fun without resorting to the 

television or the iPad?  Here is my top ten list to fill a bit of time. 

1. Build a fort:  Take out some blankets, pillows and some dining room chairs.  Space the chairs apart 

and then drape with the blankets to create a tentlike space.  Invite your kids to furnish the space. 

2. Bake or cook something new:  I guarantee that if you make biscuits from scratch that everyone will 

end up happy.  It is also a great fine motor activity when kneading the dough and a great way to 

make sure that your kitchen is covered in flour. 

3. Make a pasta necklace.  Paint pieces of pasta, let them dry and then string on yarn.  Your child can 

make one for each person he/she knows and that will also build fine motor skills. 

4. Have a scavenger hunt.  Make the hiding places of the items easier or harder depending on your 

child’s age,.  Give them a list of items with pictures attached.   

5. Write a letter with your child to his/her grandparents.  Your child can make a piece of artwork to go 

with it.  He/she can also dictate to you portions of the letter.  Make sure to ask the grandparents to 

write back. 

6. Give your child something to sort.  If you have a collection of buttons or dried beans or pasta to sort, 

it can provide a great deal of entertainment. If the items are tiny, please supervise your child. 

7. Engage in trash art. Place some clean recycled items like cereal boxes and milk cartons as well as 

art supplies on the table and let your child go to town.   

8. Have a balloon battle.  Blow up several balloons and bat them about the room.  This provides for 

endless entertainment. 

9. Have your child clean the windows. Fill up a spray bottle with water and let your child spray all of 

your windows.  Show him/her how to wipe down the window with paper towels.  He/she will be en-

grossed and your windows might get cleaner. 

10. Clean out your playroom.  I guarantee that as soon as you start pulling out the bins of toys to sort 

through and straighten out and possibly give some away, that your child will immediately begin play-

ing with toys that have not seen the light of day for months. 

I would love to hear some of your ideas for beating the winter blues.  Whatever you do just remember 

that spring is just around the corner.   

Looking for Book Donations 

We would welcome 

your donations at 

any time.  

As you are cleaning out your 

child’s library and getting rid 

of books, please consider 

bringing your gently used 

books here. We pass on gen-

tly used books for all ages of 

children to a medical clinic 

that services mainly lower 

income families where chil-

dren may not be blessed with 

a plentiful amount of books. 


